i888.I 


BOTANICAL GAZETTE. 


63 


an amateur,” and is modestly keeping silent, apply this writing to him¬ 
self, and know that what he can say finds as large an audience as does the 
technical paper of his professional brother. 


» 


OPEN LETTERS. 


On some mistaken estimates made by amateurs. 


I do not wish to be understood as criticising adversely the literature 
of the laboratory when I say that its influence has led to mistaken esti¬ 
mates on the part of amateurs and school-teachers. The literature itself 
embodies the results of a vast amount of painstaking research on the part 
of students who have been able to give the labor of years to their favorite 
pursuit. The amateur can give to botany but the few hours of an occa¬ 
sional holiday. The student, with commendable zeal, puts devotion to 
science first and the good of the individual second. We admire the 
scorn with which he rejects the thought of “an indolent self-culture.” 
With the amateur the good of the individual should, just as clearly, come 
first and botany second—very important, no doubt, but still second. It 
should be valued directly in proportion as it ministers to his intellectual 
needs. Does it help to a better style of life ? Does it help in the achieve¬ 
ment of a higher manhood or womanhood ? Well, if not, drop it! Here 
is a fundamental distinction, so deep and far-reaching that I do not hesi- 
tete to say, in all seriousness, that 1 consider the dead-in earnest labora¬ 
tory-worker the last person qualilied to pronounce an unbiased opinion 
on the question, what work had best be undertaken by amateurs in 

• • . 1 r V' ' * r^raEaflu rulnlu1 


The first, and least harmful, mistake made under the influence to 
which I have alluded is an extravagant overestimate of the etluecd tonal 
value of laboratory work. Both in the high school and college, so far as I 
na\e seen, it begets a spirit of inquiry into facts curious and interesting 
enough in themselves, but of the relative significance of which no cogni¬ 
zance is taken. The student does not “ digest what he learns into learn- 
ln g* An elaborate thesis results, for instance, in comparing the cril- : 
structure of the leaves of this order of plants with the cell-structure of the 
®&ve8 of this other order of plants, the whole abundantly illustrated by an 

elaborately prepared series of slides—and there it ends! No generaliza- 
lon of agreements or differences, no correlation of certain peculiarities 
cell-structure with recognized natural allinities, not so much even as 
e recognition oi an a priori probability that a general similarity or dis- 
®ttularity might obtain, which an examination of the facta showed was* 
not the case—nothing! Observation without judgment! Only this and 
otnmg more. Were a student, using a common pair of eyes, f o do the 
^ me thing, comparing in this thoughtless way, for instance, the Sross- 
• a tomy 0 f j eaves j n question, his teacher would tell him—and be 

i ,n telling him—that his work was simply silly. I tail to perceive 
now the intArironft a«- -- J \a cr, nno- m ftfoiv the ver- 


' Mr*’ 10 ill till \ 1 UuSlUtl 

e mif rd are k° rja i not made. ^ , t i 

-the second and by far the most pernicious mistake has been 0 

^ °f many to ignore the one high use which the study of botany, a o < 
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training the mind to grasp 


a ot er things,can be made to subserve, viz.. i/raming me mina to grasp 

ftps tract ideas and to bring the various parts of an extensive subject into 

men 1 co-ordination. This w edm ition, the very essence of intellectual 

power. Mind you. I am not discussing the advance of science; I am di- 
cussing the advance of man! 

When George Eliot, one of the foremost philosophic minds of the 
age, was finding pleasure in learning the names of the plants of Ilfra- 

' ___ y part of the tendency that is now constantly growing in me to 

u va gL ie , ne33 inaccuracy into the daylight of distinct, 

p i 1 r f a f’ , u hen John Stuart Mill was botanizing over the moors ol 

Tinl*n ! Urning . a f‘ de . a t Avignon* to tramp up the bed of the 

mmi th a . °^ ad .th ln ? 8 —willows! are we to suppose for a mo- 

whathnr a,« 686 ® mm ® nt ly clear-headed persons did not know 
-Sn2f were wasting their time or not ? Nay, so far as Mill is con- 

work with h; 0 W 1 made a very considerable herbarium, doing the 

he *av* in rt J, n >”fc aud we ma y 6 afely infer his motive from what 

Historv^nnr m „i 1 |"!L scientific conditions as the classifications in natural 
portant futirtinn^ a better preparatory discipline lor that im- 

ment not rmlu in stU( / ot . principles of a natural arrange- 

for learning their me*' J elaborated, and which are still the bed scJwd 

“declined ” in thi ™ / popular interest in systematic botany has 

ungracious task Vt * antry : ca,,8es «re not far to seek, and i t were an 

have already spent l *“®- rlle ■"d'hatioM are that they 

* * Soe^ford, JJ). f ^ ‘ ■ “*■ o. x>j6*m»..- 1 


BOX AN 


The death of Dr. DeBary. 


in December, from the J. prornisod to write you a few 

for the winter semester 1 Prof l e8sor DeBary’s labor?, 

and hopeful word in regard^’ h p P 'r g - that . 1 , mi ? ht Sftnd sonie cheei 

hJr 1 :,■ I..to you is tochronicle his death, which oceurre 

onn nF- Tor.,, 0 i n - 


half-past two on tfaeaftpr^ 8 to chronicle his death, which occuri 
heard before mv letter renoho °1 January lit Of this event you will 1 
knew I'eBnrv and his work 8 • v0a ’ nnd others of our own country, 
nish your readers with snoL . lntJn 1 t€d >’ !,,1 tter than I, will, no doubt, 

HHHhand may 5j|Tf d? ln regard to hia il,neas and deatl 

«*im may not be umntereui 


one near at hand m fl v Z7 u ■ m re ^ ard 

1'" .r DeBarv was much ', n(eresti 
semester by pains in hi* f anno . ved toward the close of the sum 

from the teeth. He ni ide i to neuralgic or else ari 

the British Association*I thin® n ? land > to attend the meetin 

aggravate his trouble fin A “ ,s and the return voyage seeme 

character of the disease ur»r»n |T- C0 } ,n ^ ' 1 the inflammation and a Lira 

sar.v about October 1. H f > ’ s ace> f snr S‘cal operation became ne 

and loss of blootl. rem iinimr ; Coai pf e tely prostrated from the dis< 

M the Btirger Spital in StrassbifpJ ^h iire nuraes f° r several w< 

His return to his residence wh; a"” w ^ er ^. dle operation was perforn 
requent with other prominent n ac ® or ^ Ill g to an arrangement not 
fristitute—i. e., the building rlpv r t ’ e i rinan L professors, is in the Botan 

ard t0 ' v,th much silent fnteres^ fl h w t a. ^>C i• aI ^ lCa, work —was looked 

- «*wrest by the little corps of special atud< 




